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Matches made in housing
Home Share Pinellas grows as it pairs renters in search of a room with home owners.
BY WAVENEY ANN MOORE
Times Staff writer

W

hen Ecuador-native Karina Schweitzer
broke up with her boyfriend and had
no family or friends in America to turn
to and nowhere to live, she found a room to rent
in Judy Miller’s Seminole home.
Pola Avlonitis, who moved back to Florida without a job and placed an ad on Craigslist looking for a roommate, also ended up at
Miller’s three-story townhouse with views of the
Intracoastal Waterway.
So did 80-year-old Jeannie Carbonneau, who
felt that at her age it would be safer to live in a
metropolitan area than to remain in the Georgia
mountains.
All three women found affordable housing
through the 4-year-old Home Share Pinellas program that matches county residents with potential renters. In the past six months, the program
benefited from an influx of funds from the Pinellas County Housing Authority that allowed it to
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